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The Tet ho lid .-.7 period from 2" January to 3 February I 1 ? 63, the 
trail ti 'inal Vietr.eo.ese celcbratitfr. of the lunar new year, set the 
st*ne for or.c cf the largv.'-t offensive operations undertaken by 
forth Vietnamese (h'.'A) and Viet Core ('•-) forces during the Vietnam 
V.’nr. In violation cf its o;m anr.cvr.ced seven-day truco, the enesy 
launched attach.: ogains^ virtually ever;.- major city and town as veil 
as mr.‘” allied installations in Couth Vietnam. As of 11 February 1963, 
Headquarters, US1ACV reported that 31 provincial towns, 6 i district 
towns, and all of the autcnccous cities had sustained ground assaults 
and/or attacks by fire. Two price er.csy targets, heretofore-relatively 
untouched by the war, were jailer., the capital and largest city an 
South Vietnam, and the city of Hue, the former imperial capital located 
in Tnua Thien Province. 

The first phase of the offensive, on the night of 29-30 January, 
consisted of attacks against rlontum, FIciku, Da Hang, and four ether 
cities in I and II Corps Tacti-al Zones (CTZ's). Tnc main thrust 
was set in motion on the following night as attaching forces struck 
civilian and military targets — including Bicn.Hoa, Long Einh, and 
Saigon —in each of the four CTZ's. Kuo .was attacked during the 
night of 31 January. =7 the beginning of February, the back of the 
Comaunist offensive had been broken. Fierce fighting continued in 
Hue, and allied clearing operations wero still being conducted against 
resistant enemy elements an Saigon, Bsn 11c xhuot, and other cities. 

V 

Although the resumption of hostilities remained a constant threat. 
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CM^ny-in. tinted activity f ro-n i rvv_ __. , - — , 

J * roa 1 -ebnary to 17 rcbrmry was generally 

U<:ht and s P Cradic * 011 «- "Sfiht or 77—1C February, however, hostility 

Xlared up r.a=er tari iy as 21 cities, leans, and allied installations sas . 

tai..ed «.w«acks by fire. Ground attacks were also reported in IV C7Z and 

on the periphery or Gainer.. Cr. 24 February, fce.nvy allied pressure force 

the entry to withdraw free, ius *•- . , 

1 ~ c — w..o citadel and abandon 

nue, bringing to a close the J56S Tct offensive. • 
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Cn the ni C ht of 2?- 3 0 January, the entry opened its all-out 

offensive in South Vietnam w~’*h r,-+ n 

- a -- 0:: “ simultaneous attacks against 

seven cities in I and U CTZ’s ~~ tt r~~? 

s - — c —, fignting erupted in five 

separate provinces. The following cities, all province capitals, were 

=ajor targets: Pleiku City, F.ontun City, Ban Xe Thuot, Qui Khen, and 
Kha Trar^. 

In Pleiku Province, the attacking force which struck Pleiku City 
consisted of the VC 407th and 4CCth Sapper Battalions and the VC K -15 
I^cal Force (LF) Battalion. A battalion of the EVA 055 Hegioent, a 

Ca *’° r ! '- 0 ° rdir * ate ° r thc £ 3 Front, .also'took part in the battle of 
Pleiku City.. By the end of the day, the attacking force had pulled 
out of the province capital under allied pressure. Enery losses in 
this aborted attempt to capture a =ajor city were ,64 killed. 

In the western highlands province of Kontum, situated north of 

Sce u '-" ? ' - or r -‘ ltt3cs 2 * no „ , 






























iciku Province, the i. : orth Vietnamese a <d Viet Cong attempted to seise 
;cr.tur. City. Elements of the !.”A 2it:. dcgissx.t, a subordinate rf the 
r.'A is*. Division which ins also part of the B3 Front, and the VC 3CAth 
Battalion were ccsuitted to the attack, rich tins continutd for 
- cu _ ^.--s before the enemy was driven rot of the city by allied reaction 
Terees or. 3 February. The attack: nr. f-rcc again failed to achieve its 
abjective while susyining heavy casualties, Enccy losses in the tattle 
k-erc avprcnimatcly 655 killed. 

Ir. Darlac Province, located south of Fleiku Frovir.ce, Bar. He Thuot 
, b'-' ma '.or target for emery offensive action during the first nigr.t 
of the Tut offensive. The A 33= Icgi-aont and the VC £-301 st L? 
Battalion were the raj or enemy units involved in the battle. Fignting 
ir. Ban !U: Tkuot continued for four days vita the attacking force c—- 
plctciy destroying the province headquarters and badly damaging cost 
c r the city. On 3 February, allied ■units forced the Korth Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong attackers to withdraw from the'city. As in Fleiku and 
Kentuu Provinces, the enemy's attempt to take over a province capital 
vas thwarted. Enemy casualties wore rare than 230 killed. 

Ir. the coastal provinces of Binh Dinh and Khanh Koa, unsuccessful 
attempts were made to seize Qui Khan and Kha Trans. Unidentified Viet 
Ccr< _ to ^**8; conducted the-attack against Qui l'hon. The 7th Battalion, 
KVA 1 SB Jtogiaent vas considered to bo the major enemy unit involved in 
the assault on Hha "rang. Enemy casualties in this battle totalled core 
than 200 killed • 

% 

During the next few days, other .-ttacks were initiated against 
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cities, towns, and allied installations throughout II CTZ. 

In Pleilru Province, Ccr.~urist troops launched £ round attacks against 
lv.-o district capitals, Le Thar.h and la Trunp, while enecy artillery 
elements shelled Pleiin: Airfield and other allied positions. Collateral 
intelligence showed that cTs.-~cr.ts <-f the KVA 95- Kegisent and the VC 
200th Artillery Battalion too!-: pert in these actions. Indications of 
impending hostilities in the Due Co area were reflected in CIGE.T 
intelligence. Tr.c repositioning of enemy units r.car Due Co suggested 
that the enemy was making preparations for probable attacks, but no 
cajcr assault on the city was undertaker. during 7ct. 

In Lontun Province, Tan Oanh sustained an attack by fire on 30 
January, ar.d the resultant fires destroyed nearly two-thirds of the 
city. On 1 February, the 2nd Battalion, KVA 174th Fxgiscnt counted 
an assault on Dak To. The city had already been the cite of a bloody 
battle between allied ar.d energy forces in October 1967. Prior to 1 
February, airborne radio direction finding (AHDF) had followed the 
Bovcsent of the KVA 3^nd, 66 th, and 174th Hegiuscr.ts from the Cacrbodian - 
Kcntun Province border area to attack positions west of Dal: To. However, 
the KVA 32nd and 66th Regiments were not engaged during the battle of 
Dak To. In other areas of the province, the KVA 40th Artillery Rcginent, 
a subordinate' of the -3 Front, shelled several, allied positions. 

In Darlac Province, energy atta:ks were initiated against three 
district capitals — Buon Ho, Lac Thien, and Thuan Kicu. According to 
-collateral intelligence, the VC K-5, 86th, and 88th LF Battalions as well 
as the VC 351st and 481 si Capper Battalions were involved.' 
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In .Kink Thunn, Tiycn Due, and :Vnh Thu.'.n “rovinces, the Viet Cong 
executed attacks against the three ovir.ee capitals — Phan Rang, Da 
lat, and H.r.r. Thict, respectively. The rajor battle was in Da Lit where 
elcnants .cf the VC 14.5 th and lS6th V in Force ('.'?) Battalions persisted 
Tor three weeks before withdrawing f: an the town. 

In Binh Linh Province, the five district headquarters along the coast 
were struck. In Phu Iv:i .rovir.ee, tie province, capital, Tuy iioa, and one 
district capital were attacked by thv VC 30th I'd* Battalion, the VC C5th 
Battalion, and at least cr.e battalicr. of the <T.V. 53th Hcgincnt on Jp 
Var.ua—'. Cr.c dip later, the 5th Battilion, .TVA 55th Bcgircr.t nade an 
unsuccessful attcs.pt to take ever Tuy Hsa Airfield, resulting in over 
200 North Victr.aaese casualties. 

In the coastal province of Ehanh Boa, the assault or. kha Chang , the 
province capital, was followed by attacks on two district capitals, i.'inh 
Eoa and Css T«ir .. Elements of the Iff A 1SB Begin.-nt took part in the 
attack against «inh Hca. Collateral intelligence showed that the Tooth 
Sapper Company and the ir.'A 95th Artillery Battalion took part in the 
attack against Cam Inr .. 


THE AT7AC-: F.vm-Flff IT 7 CT2 


■ As in II CTZ, fighting erupted in I CTZ on the night of 25-30 

January, one day earlier than the coin cr.cry thrust. Two inportant 

» 

cities in Quar.g Cam Province were the priraxy targets. One was Da 
King, South Victnaa's second^largest .-ity and site of the Headquarters, 
III Narine AnphU ictus Force O’AF). *~-e other was Hoi An,.t.V- prev:r.ce 
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capital. Da Kang sustained n atl-rck by fire from the KVA 3623 Artillery 
Eogimeat, a major subordinate of K< sdquarters Croup AA. Tiro artillery 
regiment continued to shell the city fren 30 January to 3 February. 
According to collateral intelligent :, Hoi An vms assaulted by elements 
of the KVA 3rd Regiment, a su'oordi: ate of the KVA 2nd Division, and on 
•unidentified local force battalion. 

Enemr-iaitinted activity in i C7Z increased in subsequent days. In 
Quang Kaa Province, the enemy folic wed up the attacks against Da Jiang and 
lioi An /with assaults on allied installations and urban centers in the 
four coa.-tal districts. In Quang- Tin Province, the only major target 
•was Tan Xy, the province capital. The attack was carried out by forth 
Vietnamese soldiers identified as part of the I«*VA 21st Regiment, another 
major subordinate of tho KVA 2nd Division. According to collateral 
intelligence, the Quang Tin Provincial Force — consisting of the VC 
70th, 72nd, and 7Ath L? Battalions — was also involved. "The attacking 
force was stopped by allied units and Buffcrod about 280 casualties. 

Is Quang Ngai Province, an attack against the province capital, Qusng 
Kgai City, was conducted by the Viet Cong on 31 January. Koo-SIGIKT 
intelligence showed that the AO 1st Sapper Regiment and tho VC 32Sth 
Regiment were coccittcd. Allied defenders were able to stop the enemy 
drive and inflict extremely heavy casualties on the attackers. Viet 
Cong personnel losses totalled appi-codmately 800 killed. 

Is Military Region Tri-Thicn-Xuo ( KR TTH), fierce fighting erupted 
in several areas, including the city of Hue. In Quang Tri Province, 
elements of the KVA 812th and 5th Regiments combined to attack Quang 






Tri City, South Vietnam's norther: most province capital, on 31 January. 
Tho attacking force failed to capture its objective ani Buffered vary 
high personnel losses. Approximatsly 868 Korth Vietnamese soldiers 
vere killed during the battle. In addition to the province capital, 
three district towns vere struck i n early February. On t Fobruary, 
elements of the 7th Battalion, KVA 29th Regiment attacked Kai Lang. 

Tho following day, the Korth Vietnamese assaulted Can In end lost 
over tOO killed. On £ February, the Korth Vietnamese attacked Trieu 
Phong but wore repulsed by allied defenders. 

la Thua Thion Province, enemy activity increased sharply on 31 
January. A ground attack against Fhuo Loe District Headq uar ters was 
coaductod by elements of the VC 601th Battalion, KVA 4th Regiment. 

At Phu Bai, the 8th Radio Research field Station — USASA's largest 
intercept site in Southeast Asia — sustained an attack by fire which 
damaged the operations building and-antenn&es ana completely destroyed 
the'Bachelor Officers* Quarters. Sight miles north of Phu Eai, the 
city of Huo — one of the main targets of the enemy offensive — was 
attacked by Korth Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces. NVA units identified 
in the attack were the 4th, and 29th Regiments. The Hue Sapper 
Battalion was the major VC unit involved. 

She assault on Hue was one of tho most successful military opera ti ons 
undertaken by the enemy during the 7968 let offensive. Cccmunist troops 
seised and hold large sections of the ancient imperial, city for nearly 
a month and executed more than 30C0 residents — including ARVN soldiers, 
government workers, teachers, loading citizens, and foreigners. 




























































T:k- intensity or the battle was reflected in the high cumber of 
cas unities and the damage to the city. As of 7 February, alli ed 
casualties included 211 killed and ?j2 woundod. The Korth Vietnamese 
and Viet Ceng lost more than 2001 killed. Civilian casualties wore 
ever, greater. As noted before, r;rs than 3000 residents of the city 
wero bailee ty the attacking force. Destruction of the city which 
served as a battleground for more than three weeks was estimated at 
approximately 80?.- 


TKE ATTACH P/.T77?.!: IN III CTZ 



The Tet offensive was launched in III CTZ during the early Doming 
hours of 31 January. The initial assaults on civilian and cilitary 
targe-3 were conducted primarily by Viet Cong troops fron independent " 
sain force and local force units. Rest of tl.e raj or North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong units located in III CTZ were not involved. 

SIGHT and non-SIGHT intelligence shoved that three enesy tactical 
dl/islons 'were in the Corps -area at the outbreak of Tet hostilities. 

The KVA 7th Division, which was operating ma.udy in Tay Ninh Province, 
consisted of the KVA 101st, 141 st, and 165th Regiments. Also operating 
in Tay Kinh province was the VC 9th Division which included the VC 
272nd, and 273rd Regiments. The third rajor unit, the VC 5th 
Division, was conducting operations primarily in Phuoc Long and Bien 
Koa Provinces. Its major subordinate elements were the VC 274th, VC 
275tn, and the KVA Regiments. Only two of these regiments the 









































defenders. 

Tin Son Khut Air Barc, located about five kilometers northwest of 
Saigon, received both ground assaul'a and attacks ty fire on 31 Janu- 
&rv. The attacking force consisted of nore than 1000 Yiot Cong from 
the VC 2£>?th and 26?th Battalions and tho D-l6 Local Force Battalion. 

The main breakthrough cane at a rear gate where about 100 Viet Cong 
penotrated thJ perimeter defense, dispersed into two and three can 
tears, and harassed allied troops with sitall arms and automatic 
weapons fire from positions along the runway and flight line. Ease 
reaction forces and helicopter gunships combined with elements of the 
1st and 25 th Infantry Divisions to launch counterattacks to repulse 
tho enezy drive and retain firs control of the air base. 

The other prime target of the enesy offensive in IH CTZ was the 
Bien Koa - Long 3inh complex. Concurrent with assaults in the Capital 
Special Zone, the enemy attacked Bien Hoa Air Base and H F?V H«ad- 
juartors at Long Binh Post, situated north of Bien Hoa City. The 
attacking force which struck Eien Hoa Air Base included two main force 
units, the VC 274th and 275th Regiments. Although an estimatedrthreo 
comp anies penetrated the air base, the attack was repulsed by U.S. 
forces. Tho Viet Cong lost 57 killed and 23 captured. U.S. casualties 
totalled 5 killed and 30 wounded. The VC 275th Regiment war also 
involved in the assault on H FFV Headquarters. 

Fighting broke out in other areas of III CTZ on 31 January. Small 
ocalo assaults wore mounted against province capitals, district towns, 
and allied installations in Tay a. Link Loi.,*,, Fhuoc Lon,:, Long An, 
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capital, during the night of 31 -—•*-» 

_,._•* ..wj,* took part .in the battle. 

jr Battalion van the cajor ene w 1 

jQiicr lor.ee i/aliri.d 21 B!W ' ’°° *““ 4ri - ”* 4 

«0 tototott- 0= to. night f£ 1-2 to. VC 

„ - 4.v. * «x of Long Khanh Province. 

battalions struck luan ix», the cr.,—ax o. «a 

The Viet Cong lost 66 killed in this action. 

the early arming hours of 1 February, elenents of the VC 

273-d Regincnt attacked Phu Cucng in Pinh Duong Province and overran 
tha tfffl Engineer School on the northern edge of the province capital. 

* ^tamoon. I—r, toe .ttaehtog tod .totooned to. city. 

n^tto, Vto .to. .sported .» 1 Ftorwr tottoto to. VC 272nd tori 
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battalion of'to. VC 273rd Regtoent. According to inf.r=ntio„ ottninri 
tron race, too totulion nnstoined 50 ! caanalties. 
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sustained enemy rocket and mortar f ire, but no significant ground 
assaults were Initiated against thejo positions. 

THS ATTACK PA7TF3!i I?I TV CT2 

The Tet offensive in IV CTZ was launched during the night of 30-31 
January with coordinated attacks in all but three provinces. As in the 
other Corps areas, the mair. targets were province capitals and district 
towns. The attacks were executed wholly by the Viet Cong as there were 
no Korth Vietnamese units operating in T! CTZ. USMAC7 estimated that 
15 of 21 maneuver battalions available in IY CTZ were involved 9 The 
Viet Cong failed to seise and hold any of the cities and towns which they 
attacked ard suffered more than 1500 kille d between tho night of 30-3T 
January and 3 February. 

-.'in Dinh Tuong Province, a major battle was fought in the provincial 
capital of Ky Tho. The attack was conducted by elements of tho VC 
2o1 st and 263rd K? Battalions and the VC 514th LF Battalion. Destruction 
in the embattled city vac vast as the attacking force destroyed approx¬ 
imately 5000 homes.. Civilian casualties included 64 killed and cere 
than 600 wounded. Kare than 4CO of the Viet Cong attackers were killed 
during the battle. 

Two district towns in Dinh Tuong Province were also struck by the 
Viet Cong during Tct. Collateral intelligence indicated that elements 












or the DT 1 K? Regiment and tho VC 207th KF Battalion were cocsitted 

to the ground assaults on Cai Ms ar.d Cai h*. 

In the bordering provi nee of Kien hLa, another major bat-lc was 
fought at Ben Tre between South Vietnamese forces and'elements of tho 
VC 518th LF Battalion. More than 150 JSSll soldiers were killed in the 
battle, aid aporcximatcly 150 civilian casualties were reported. Enecy 
losses vere nI known. In addition to Ben Tre, Ho Cay and Binh Dai 
vere also attacked by the Viet Cong. The attacking force W^eh a truck 
these two district towns also included elements of tho VC 510th LF 
3attalion. 

In the three provinces of Go Cong, Vinh Einh, and Vinh Lo.g, -ne 
province capitals — Go Cong City, Tra Binh, and Vinh Ung City, 
respectively — were the prime targets for cr.ecy offensive actions. 

Go Cong City sustained an attack by elements of the VC 514th and the 
36 fst LF Battalions. Tra Binh vas struck by elements of the VC 501 st 
LF Battalion. Elements of the VC C57th Local Force and the 306th Main 
Force Battalions combined to attack Vinh Long City. In Vinh Binh and 
Vinh Long Provinces, attacks against district towns vere conducted by 
ccrqsany-sizo and battalion—sics Viet Cong units. 

In Chuong Thien Province, locsl force units ranted an assault on 
Vi Thanh, the province capital. In Ba luyen Province, elementa of the 
VC D7164 L? Battalion conducted an attack against Soc Trang vhilo local 
force units struck Ky luyen and Ths-nh Tri- In Sac Lieu Province, an 

attack against the city of Yinh Loi was carried out by five company- 

,, _ _ . . __c- t;.- i.ustair.cd both 

Rise local force units. In TL-..- y ~ ....i., - 












* ground assault and an attack by fire. The 70 303 rd KF Battalion vas 
considered to be the aajor cr.esy unit involved in the effort to capture 
the province capital. Concurrent vith the assault cn Can Tho, the VC 
309th HP Battalion cosoined with lccal force units to attack three 
district towns in the province. 

In lien G^ang. Province, the provincial capital of Rach Gia and tvo 
district towns Ka Tien and JCien Ar — were attacked by eleaents of the 
VC U Kinh 10 LF Battalion. In Chau Doc Province, Chau Doc City, the 
province capital, vas struck hr elements of the VC 512th LF Bat tali on. 
However, the attacking force fled with the first contact with the 
city's defending forces. Elsewhere in Chau Doc Province, attacks 
against two cities. An Fhu end Tri Ton, were conducted by eleaents 
of tho VC 5l0ih and 511th L? Battalions. 

Kien Phong Province, ground assaults on the provincial capital 
of Cao Lanh and Hong Kgu District town were initiated by enesy eleaents 
identified as part of the VC 502nd LF Eattalion. In An luyen Province, 
South Viet nan 1 3 southernmost province, the provincial capital of Quan 
Long was assaulted by eleaents of the VC U Kinh 11 LF Eattalion while 
the VC 30oth LF Eattalion struck Coi Hoc. In Kicn Tuong Province, 
e le aents of the VC 267th Hr Battalion atteapted to seize the province 
capital. Hoc* Hao • In Sa Dec Province, coapany—size forces noun ted 
assaults on Sa Dec City, the province capital, and two district towns. 
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.i-ie eneay su.fcred extrcr.eiy hoavy casualties since 29 January 
vhen the offensive opened, but cast of the personnel losses vere sus¬ 
tained by Viet Cons units. In I CTZ, the enecy lost cere than 4,500 
killed in action. In II CTZ, er.eoy losses totalled 2,484 killed. 
Estimates of casualties in III CTZ were placed at over 4,100 'killed. 

In IV CTZ, the Viet Cong lost approximately 1,500 killed, the highest 
losses ever recorded in IV CTZ for a four-day period, Thus, the 
Korth Vietnamese and Viet Cons sustained approximately 12,600 casualties 
in the first wave of let attacks cr lost roughly ono-third of Its 
attacking forces.^ 

• Despite the extensive personnel losses, the cneay retained the 
capability to renew the offensive with a second wavs of attacks against 
urban centers and military installations. The death toll was placed 
at slightly core than 12,600 killcc; however, most of these casualties 
vere sustained by Viet Cong units comitted to battle. Although s cae 
of the llorth Vietnameses and Yict Ceng main force units were involved 
in the initial Tot attacks, tho majority were not engaged. The presence 
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suffering extensive casualties, - - 

, . - ._South Vietnamese c*—es a.*. 

Tne attacking forces destroyed »• - 3 °* v 

. c "«r.sivc. Che cost notevo.-hy 

towns which vers occupic- c_ — - 
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„4 hardship and «i. «*■£— ^ '“T 

Th. Corrrunista did Caia* a pnopCEan^* airi p^pchoiogic 
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/ - 4 . a-tc-ka let, dcapit. thesa 6 cina, th. Karth Vi.tncr»a. and 

nationwide a-varies. f 

• , V4! „i -rvi rdlitsr7 victories they wan 

Viet Cong did not vin the political and suiw 7 

THP. TACTIC AL STTJ .VTIC” FP.ICP- 70 j£L 

In strategic term, the Tet offensive had been anticipated by the 
intelligence cocanity. Continuous indications of i=inent hos^le 
•ction in South Vietnam, espial* in H CTZ, vere reflected in 
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the intelligence product, SIC. .".‘7 in particular, throughout the bo nth 
of January and reported daily to tactical consumers. In tactical 
terns, however, the offensive cam.:.- as r.r. almost complete surprise 
despito the degree of advance v.mir.g p-cvjdcd by the intelligence 
cceamity. There were four major elements of surprise. The cost 
important was the fining of t:.~ cffinsi to coincide with the Tet 
holidays. The second was the nunl :r cf simultaneous attacks executed 
by the cr.ery . The third was the primary use of Viet Cong rather than 
North Vietnamese and local force rather than mir. force units. The 

a 

fourth major element of surprise was that the prime enemy targets 
•were South Vietnamese cities end towns. 

This section will discuss the indications of trending enemy attacks 
contained in SIGL’IT intelligence prior to Tet. The pre-Tet period is 
divided into two parts. The first part deals with enemy activity prior 
to.25 January 19&S when the National Socurity Agency published a report 
that warned of an imminent coordinated offensive throughout South Viet¬ 
nam.. This second part covers enemy activity frea 25 January to the 
beginning of the offensive. 

ENgff ACTIVHT PRIOR TO 2S JANUARY 

• 

( 

Intercepted, cormunications o r 13 January provided the first sig¬ 
nificant indication of major enemy activity in Military Region 5. Ref¬ 
erence was made to "H-Dsy" — the Vietnamese. Conssunist equivalent to 
"D-Day" — in a me:rare passed he' • een tv t< elements in 
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PleiVai I.-uviaco.* 

Within & few days, SIOSCT angsts noted a Growing concentration 
or er. ,-7 elements in two separate a:-eas in the western highlands. In 
the tvi-'--order area of Kontaa Province, Laos, and Canbodia, the con¬ 
centration of cr,~ clcaer.ts include Headquarters, B3 Front; Kead- 
quartorc, CTA 1st rivisicn and its V-ilituy Intelligence Section (KIS); 
Hoad=-,:rLro, KVA 1st Division’s F«rd Tactical Zlerent (TO); and 

th0 KVA frith and 17Wh -events. On 15 ***** disclosed 

the - overrent of the ,va J2nd Heginent fr« Fleihu Province to the 
tri-borccr area only - -'«* fron the ene=y buildup in that 

toother concentration or oncry el«=»nts darslnpcd in norths*. 

noika Trovinee near th. &«*= !****• * nl " ' 1<= ” n ‘' 

or th. Headquarters, S3 Front; the Gia Ini CfWto) Unit; 

thasuhordinat. Harvard I.atiaal Slanent or th. HU l.t Girislan; and 
•sereral elements 

KSA Southeast Asia SIGHT Sdsnarr, 3 /C&n**», >3 3a»«*i7 «?«• 

I lif fj'wSir * 4 r IQ Aft- 


« USA Southeast Asia SIGJ1JT Sow, 3/0/ 
USA Southeast Asia SIGLIT uU-ary , 3, A 


113-68, 15 January 1968. 
L1A.-68, 16 January 1968. 


«. rsx Southeast tat. SIGHT Susnary, 3A>40*15-«, 17 Jarauuy 1948. 
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intercepted message on la J inuary between a 53 F?cnt Head¬ 
quarters authority and an KVA lot Division Headquarters element dis¬ 
closed plans for enemy attacks in Tleiku Province. Heasagee passed 
between these two headquarters play«■ significant part in SIGHT 
reporting before, during, and after the Tet offensive. According 
to the 1o Jan uar y message, Due Co and Le Thanh would be the initial 
targets while Fleiku City and areas adjoining Route 19 would be 
“liberated" later.* 

During the next few days, these two headquarters continued to 
pass messsgos that contained references to planned attacks in_?leiku 
1'rovinoc. Between 19 and 27 January, allied installations in the 
Fleiku City area sustained repeated attacks by fire. 

Tho concentration cf esesy entities in the tri-border area of Kontun 
Province, Laos, and Cambodia continued to grow. SIGHT noted that the 
Forward Element, KVA 1st Division had joined the concentration in the 
tri-border area by 16 January.** ay 22 January, the KVA 21«h Reg-aent 
bad also redeployed tc the tri-border area.*** 

In addition, a third concentration of 53 Front elements was beginning 
to develop in northeast Ear lac Province ty 21 January. 

Thus, by 21 January, indications of enssy activity reflected in 
SIGHT suggested that attacks wore i.eminent in the B3 Front area of 

r — 

* N3A Southeast Asia SIGHT Summary, 2/0*®^ 13-68, 17 January 1968. 

** KSA Southeast Asia SIGHT Surra y, 3/O^BP^I 5-68, 17 January 1968. 
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Ssntun, Pleiku, and Darla; 1 to vinec a. lhe major indication was the 
relocation and buildup of enucy units in three separate areas. Another 
important indication gleaned iron < n r ry cocncmications vaa the number 
of references to "K-Day" attack plana discussed in messages passed 
betveen enecy elements. A third reliable indiaaticn vaa the increaae 
in intelligence collection and reporting in the Dak To area of Kontun 
Pro\-ince by Military Intelligence ; lerer.ta serving the KVA lat Diviaion 

In contrast to the aour.aance of evidence that pointed towards 
impending attacks in the S3 Front area, coasunications serving the 
-WA 3rd Division in Binh I’inh Province and the Southern Frcnt/KVA 
5th Division in Phu Ten h Hoa-Phu Ion Provinces provided-only a 
a=all amount of intelligence to indicate that hostilities were forth- 
cosing. 

In the Quang Han-Quang Tin Provinces" area, SIC1KT disclosed the 
relocation of elements of the KVA 2nd Division teverds the coastal 
*raa in uid—January. * ARDF followed the movements of major combat 
elements of the KVA 2nd Division. The Headquarters, KVA 2nd Division 
deployed north into Quang Kan Province. The VC 1st Foginer.t also 
relocated to Quang lias Province. The KVA 21st Regiment deployod 
south and then east towards the const, relocating southwest of Tan 
Ky in Quang Tin Province.** 


* KSA Southeast Asia SIGHT Summary, 3/O^^RI5-63, 17 January 1968. 

** KS A Southeast Asia SIGHT Summary, 3/C^^jJ*i2C-i3, 23 January 1963. 



















On 24 January, 14. A repo .-•»:-; Ah it Coccunist offensive operations 
in the cour.tal pro-.- 1-.; (2>_ isr, Q-uang Tin, Qeang Kgai, Binh Dinh, 

Fnu Ter., r-vi Lr.anh H* ■ ) of Fllit-ry Region 5 were probable in the near 
future. -."3 prod..ft. - wr.r. d on intercepted coemunications between 
Headquarters, HilJ.fr.. :.cgl ' '.'■tin Force Unit Control (KKUC) and the 

K7A 21 -t J.cgcjcent or. 23 Jarir.;—. Ihe cessage, which was signed by the 
Chief SsgualyCfficcr of Heicquirtars Military Region 5 and 'addressed to 
the signal of facer; c; all sebr-riir.ate units, described tho situation 
as t4r.se and orderei the subordinate units to "call the watch regularly 
ah order to receive orders ar.d report." The cessage also indicated that 
■signal 303“ had beer, designated as "have opened fire." The tfSA report 
also noted that Headquarters, Military Region 5 HFUC had activated 
forward tactical elements in the KVA 2nd and 3rd Division areas of 
operations, another indicaticn that attacks were imminent.* 

. ~ 21* vanuary, references to "K— Day" had appeared in cosouninations 

of the KVA 2nd Division, the KVA 2 CSS and 66th Artillery Regiments, and 
the 402nd Sapper Battalion, references to "K—Day" in enemy ccsmunications 
in this area as well as in tho S3 Front area provided the first indication 
that the for the cuing attacks were to be a coordinated effort. 

Tno highlight of enemy activity in Military Region Tri Thicn Hue 
(MR TTH) in carl;- January was the emergence of the Forward Element, 

HR TTH as a major headquarters. Sr 21 January, this Forward Element 


* 2/0^J^iI27-6S, 24 January 7963, FOSSTDIF. ETMIKEKT VIETNAMESE COMMUKIST 
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intelligence collection and reporting on 6 January after having been 
virtually inactive ainco the previous September. Attention was 


focucc-d on allied activities in the southern portion of Fhuoc 
Long Province. Military Intelligence elements ser%*ing the VC 
9th Division also reeccr .creed thoir intelligence effort on 6 Jan¬ 
uary after several weeks of inactivity. Ele-ants of the C95 
Reeennoissanec Company, a nvi-ordinatc of the VC 9th Division, be¬ 
gan to conduct ir.tolliger.ee- operations in the northeastern part 
of Tay Uinh Province. The i£th Sapper — Reconnaissance Battalion, 
a subordinate of the Military Intelligence Bureau (MS) of COSTO, 
was also engaged in intelligence activities in that area. 

During the month of January, several communications groups sub¬ 
ordinate to major new control authorities continued to expand. Most 
of those ccexamicstions greupo wore first activated in October of 
1967; Their subscribers included elements of the VC 5th ar.d 9th 
Divisions and tho KVA 7th Division, the three major emery divisions 
operating in III C7Z. One cf these corxunications groups serred 
a major front headquarters in Binh Long Province. Another was con¬ 
trolled by a detached element of the Headquarters, VC 5th Division. 
Two mpre groups were closely associated with tho KVA 7th Division.* 

Thus, by 2U January, growing evidence of imminent hostilities 
as reflected in enemy communications activity h3d been observed by 


* 2/O^PB?iuO-6S, 15 January 196c, r.irr.Alu OF CC'MvIllCATTCf.’S P0SSI3LT 
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SIC IK? — etonts serrinG Mr tactical 

dtvisi ons «rr collect!: ” intelligence ^mticn in 

vo* i*- ' Of tc-: cal rassaces passed over ereay 
several areas. ••<« vo-»— 01 

1 • j r . — iuliTir in Military 

cocccunicaiicns systems continues ••:■ increase, r-rt-.uia.ay 

, . . v __... <wnucr.t : ift-ronces to "K-Say.* Major 

Resion 5 wero there ve.-. -requ. 

. Ccr - , .--3 w-re relocating throughout South 

Korth Vietnamese and Ur- ^ng 1- 

, c — - entities were developing in 

Vietnam, and car.certry-^s 0. c. c- 

, . ? e™ uri.w areas - including the border 

several loc-wio..w nea~ — f 

_ /■ v^j ., -.>i Laos: Ino border area between • 

area of Kontun Province, Ca-bcc._, 

*o.,tu= «. ruiw ** D -* 1 “ PWS ”“ J 

^ te Prince; tod to to. «* *» *“ Pr '”' il ’ C ”- * 

.0= a.—, too re CTZ to torticutor, to.r. -»= * stonifleant “* 

r -_— of too eneny'c eo==ar.iealior.u 01=01=0. In Itolllcn, 

lho„ 0=0 «n incraooo to too ===== of foruurd toetloal eitoont. 

sotiv-tod bf »ior 1=0=7 headquarters. FtoaOr, 3KI! ~ 

. .too noted to toertostoc voito. of or S e=l toooacoo pto.od * both 

... , vui:,._ «,.< cn 5 to their subordinate units. 

COSVK and headquarters, Ki-Uta .j — o- cn ' 

All of those SIGIKT todlealors had been noted to the past prior to 
PAlor offensive aetlvltj tod snssestsd that to. enseff vas preparto. 
for an impending offensive. 

On 25 January, KSA. issued a report which summarised the available 
SIGIKT intelligence and concluded that a nationwide, coordinated enemy 
offensive was planned for the imeediate future: 
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On 27 January, the Headquarters, Military **&an 5 Main Force 
Unit Control instructed »jor unite operating in the coastal provinces 
of Military Region 5 to begin cesrcr.iications on additional echedulea 
on 2? January. Such ccssasicstiess alerts had been noted prior to 
enery offensive activity in the past and suggested that attacks would 
bo carried out on cr about 2S January in the coastal provinces of 
Military Region 5-/ The scope of the alert vhJ sh involved at least 
three j»Jer units -Headquarters, Group U and the KVA 2nd and 3rd 
Divisions — indicated that tho attacks would be widespread.* 

In ASVS HI and 17 CTZ‘s, there were several significant develop 
Mnt s between 25 and 2? January which indicated an increased level of 
enesy offensive activity. The VC 9th Division, which had resumed 
coasawications with its subordinate reginents on 19 January, passed 
a. nunbor of tactical nassages to the VC bet * e<in 25 . 


and*23 January. This increase in the veto of traffic reflected a 
possible save by the 13 P«P^ tion for early 

tactical caploynent .** 

CC3V1! continued to tr an salt an 

asssagos to aajor cncsy headquarters - including Headquarters, Military 
Region 2; Headquarters, VC 5th Division; and Hea dquarters, Military ^ 

Kegion 10. 


In addition, SIGDJT 


Z/O0mV-&, wig" * T ° 2 / 0 ^W/P-32-M, 23 J“«“7 1938 

“ ~ . ct-tj— r_.... c/r.fi®/. ■>•_/'<’ 3 Jrnuary 1968. 
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ehoved that the Military Intelligent Section, Binh Long Front in Binh 
Ixing Province had coved approximately 30 kilometers south between 19 
end 26 January. The KIS had previo'isly been located in the Einh long - 
Caabod ian border area. The covenent placed the KIS in the vast - 
central part of the province. On 29 January, the KIS, Binh Long 
Pront resumed ccmrnunications vith the Military Intelligence Bureau, 
COST}.' fo^ the first tice in over a conth. 

In IV CT2, the ca.ior development in enemy conouni cations was the 
extremely high volume of messages exchanged between the Alternate 
Headquarters, Military Region 2 and the VC 26lst Battalion and 
My Tho Provincial Unit in western Dinh Tucng Province. In addition, 
a concentration of enesy units in Dinh Tuong Province was developing 
approximately 35 kilometers from My Tho, tho province capital. Tho 
VC 261st and 263rd Battalions, the Ky Tho Provincial Unit, and_the 
Forward Element, Alternate Headquarters, Military Region 2 were 
identified as part of this concentration.* 

Thus, growing evidence of offensive activity throughout South 
Vietnam was reflected in the communications activity of major enemy 
.units prior to the actual outbreak of hostilities. SIGINT indicators 
vhich had often preceded offensive activity in the past were noted 
by SIGINT ahziysts prior to the beginning of the V 68 Tet offensive. 
These SIGINT indicators included but were not limited to* 

\ 

t 

« 

* KSA Southeast Asia SIGINT Susmary, 3/OjjR^ 2 5-63, 2? January 1968. 
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j^fc-cessagcs Treeing enemy attack plans and preparations Tor battle, 
the activation of ocvcral forward tactical dements, and concentrations 
of envr/ entities in at least four separate areas provided evidence which 
indicated than attacks were inminort. In addition, an increase in 
activity by Military Intelligence elements was also observed in the 
Due Co and Dak To areas. In tho coastal provinces of Military Region 
5 fc. -th coming attacks wvre sucker tod by tho relocation and buildup 
of e.ncny ; -its along the coast. Other SIGHT indicators included 
intercepted messages vhich contained references to attack plans, 
tho activation of forward tactical elements, and the implementation 
of a scheduled tactical signal plan by eloaents of the KVA 2nd Divasion 

on 30 January. 

jjj ttt CTZ, SIGHT indicators were also noted and reported to 
tactical consumers. Control a’ations that served Forward Tactical 
Elements cf the VC 5th Division and the KVA 7th Division were established. 
Concentrations of enemy units appeared in throe provinces - Tay SSah, 
pjT^v Duong, and Bicn Hoa. The reappearance of several coimmnications 
HrV, vhich had been inactive suggested that a communications alert 
had beer, effected. After several weeks of.inactivity. Military In¬ 
telligence dements serving the VC 5th and 9th Divisions resumed 
intelligence- collection and reporting in early January. On 25 Janu¬ 
ary, the VC 9th Division began to pass tactical messages to its sub¬ 
ordinate ■‘•ISThe week prior to ?ct, COSVK began to ex¬ 
change messages of high precedence with major enemy headquarters in 
H, UT, and .TV CTZ'n. 
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7 to-ua— 1 ® 68 , continuity on t^e inriltration of^« 

S2«i k^fhu Bai areavouli ^ «* «**» 

^.v.,.. the assistance pro.. 6 -_-' j As * rcsv.it, 

continue to be located in ^'V^fc^Division, the l0l8 J’/ v ^“ 
the 1st Karine Division, and e.c 196th Up h 

borne Diviac.cn, 3/t-£^.To-rations baaed on the curren^ 

Infantry cri^c^-* - ^ . support of the 13° > 

locations of U.-.-ae units, ooeratinc in this 

these and other Alii*. clc 'y ~ = £igni ficant intel-igcnce 
area vould have to operat- 
S below nacfLnrs efficiency. 

. . r. ... the "Battle of 1h»o>" the . 

Prior to, duranp., oncratior.ai elements --the 

•crovidod invaluable su.. — - -** *._. -i c - a ticr.s which were •&&- 

Hue area. The Jph SaG-.-._ „ sta£inf : are.V- 

ly inssrunenta- in ur.co\«■*-. . area" was utal-ced - 

Suthvcst or Huo City of the "Battle o t ** 

,,-vyvo f it S 

owi pj 2l rc ^ - __ ye 5-5 d 

area" subsequently cane ^“^‘cnesy of a rest and 

felt that these a»«ac*cs cc,-.- cassinc o- 

Supply «*/££*£££«ai»t tt. civile 

for another iar fr e o-j=*. 
population aid nilitary rorces.... 

. »***«. mro^tior., «a« i» 

^ ~ — «— *• - yy 

* , tt ^ fe—‘C 3 on ruii a—ei» 

4 „ - C-2 on 25 January and to place U.S. fc.-es 
trace —♦ * . . .- ye 0 f attacks. 

*sf\ Tarv.Arv before the ms^-n 

tW* Sout, «— « * J -~' ^ 

** a. rt — “« °- s - r ° rcos “ ” ot . hiCTe . „ . r „. d t, 

■*«** <* wri ” the yy i tto .tt**!.* 

to iot!S « th. «iti~ - t— «*■ ■"* 

forces were badly defeated. 

* < i Pe TO i-'‘ 22J*th Avn Bn (HR), 3T 1968, Volume H, 

* Annual Historical Report, 

PP. 15 - 16 . \ 
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..„_ e -^ * : c < - e d for no. providing sufficient 
Intelligence sources vers e.-.:c—e- ior * 

. tt^. •f.he^o va.3 no evidence 

_ 2 * _ ^ v._ of^e" live, Ho-e\c. > xnc*u 

ij^orsation re?-rdir^ the ic. or.c..u^. 

t. ouptort thio ^rp. «» 7 .*«, th. 

v< s ory Board issued a c-r.=rnr>du= for tho Fresieent %-Ieh s..o «• 
results or invention ir.tc the aliped -intc^cnce failure- 

.which-occurred at the tire of the T«t offensive. The —undun . 

stated that: 


_ i __ 1043 the intelligence apparatus 

was filled with indications that sca > than ever 

a series of coordinate. »t»«8 on - ae5 , ftrnte i ? . 

before atts_tec. Ccr f ■ -p'-'ted at ter. tier, to the liie- 

thc clearest aavar.ee —<■ —_~ic*"«cu areas of it 

Hhocd of attach Is : ^ Q yl>fJ: £ r=a . Ir. IV Corps, 


-the US intelligence - ,. 3 whieh 

indications of the nature ana ex-e..- o. -.- * 
occurred.... 


On th. quottict =-' th. He* c.- iot.UH.*. ***«&* th. tS=i»S, 

extent, and nature of the offensive, .he Foro^n Intel-*. 

Board reported that: 

....Kith reftrf to the 

=~» Of th. intense*. -f^TtoTr-S^d^iy fon.-i.tf 

l“7v«ch exte-ded fret: January 27 to reo- 
the Tot holacay period w. cn cx.c..ueu field, including 

*«* wr- ?-$r ".iit« us «^i. 

S5S£?5*ff-3=£. *•** «*» ff^r of 

Tot holidays. VLii«* "*• : -- -.**” • 
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rST^c^SlS-iV«*«* in them execution. 

In the intell^ence^vailvble^m^ 

aanjr ^rtioncd^'c-ssitic ter-.ets. The Beard finds little 
wore ccr.tionci as su - fe «.tinr that the country-wide 

ti Uu.'. — *>»» *• ?”T ir - 
:ir;«i«=u» of fro,-.!..- ^na A 

„ e , : to £«£ t« u.; u»t u» 

uprtsinsa. ‘“^f^r^Yni towns would be confined largely 
harassment of ~-c c --“* _ atk „ r than the ground attacks 

to sortar and rocKct attacks, ra»r.-i- w**“ 

vhich actually took place.... 

Based on the findings of its investigation, the Boa* concluded: 


a. that the intelligence a- ban- eont. * j Cort53 
decision or. 25 January to cancel the *«- truce a 

2d to Ceneral We.teop.land* a action oajC 
STcoLanders on full alert throughout South V«-na_ jus 

prior io ihc s&in attacks $ 

b. that intelligence ccr.tributed ^bstar.tially^the 
result that the attacks cn the cities were bca.cn o.. and 
that no permanent lodgeccnts were acnieved, 

c that the intelligence bearing on the Tct offensive 

££ tiSf^ions ttoocosTolSr 
th.ro «• no sroord, to otpport U.« oitt-50 
of a major intelligence failure;.... 
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